
Organisers Statement for the Pan African DataCentres Exhibition & 
Conference, 23 – 24 June 2026, Sandton C.C., Jo’ Burg, S. Africa  
 

Overview 
 

The Pan African DataCentres Exhibition & Conference (PADC) delivered just under 1500 attendees 

over the course of the two days, a 12% increase in attendance YOY. 
 

The tone of the event was professional, both in the style and quality of people delivered. 
 

The beginning of the morning of Day 1 was slower than expected, possibly due to the fog and accidents 

making entry into Sandton area longer than normal. However, from 10.00am onwards the event built 

steadily delivering over 900 quality attendees on the first day alone.  
 

Day 2 was busy from the get go, in the morning with the Free To Attend conference sessions (sponsored 

by the ADCA) attracting nearly 100 people in each of the first three sessions. 
 

Whilst attendance did drop away in the afternoon of day two, many of the exhibitors stated that they had 

seen more quality contacts during the morning, and had had the time to engage with them discuss and 

arrange follow-up conversations and meetings. 
 

PADC once again worked with our Supporting Associations/Organisations; the Africa Data Centres 

Association, the Uptime Institute, Women in Sustainable STEM Africa (WiSSA), South African Chamber of 

Commerce & Industry (SACCI), and Rising Advisory Africa. These organisations assisted us to identify 

and deliver relevant content addressing the various aspects involved in site selection, design, build and 

operations of Data Centres to make them relevant for purpose whilst being effective, efficient, safe and 

secure and resilient.  
 

The conference sessions and streams were strong this year, as reflected in the number of delegates who 

attended over the course of the event. The conference featured over 70 individual Speakers, Panellists 

and Chairs.  
 

The subject matter of individual presentations and panel discussions does change with delegate interest 

in the subject. However, on the morning of day the panel discussion “Mapping Investment Trends and 

Opportunities for 2026 and beyond” had over 80 Delegates. Whilst the final session on day two “AI is 

arriving in Africa before they are ready for it – What does that mean for how we build, and who 

gets left behind?” achieved over 40 Delegates, finishing just ten minutes before the event closed. 
 

The importance of these sessions to the delivery of quality attendees should be recognised, as many 

had planned the timing and length of stay to allow them to hear particular talks/sessions.   

 

The networking reception at the end of day 1, in the exhibition hall, which was open to visitors, 

speakers and exhibitors attracted around 130 people and was a success. With attendees stating 

that the opportunity to share a drink or two and discuss the day was welcomed.  
 

The Gala Dinner was again a success with the after-dinner speaker, Jonty Rhodes, who is still a 

cricketing legend, provided good entertainment to go with the food and networking opportunities. 
 

One of the things that seemed to please exhibitors was the focused nature and quality of the 

audience delivered. Many commented on the quality achieved and the lack of low-level 

representatives and time wasters, who do attend other events. This meant exhibitors had the 

time to have meaningful conversations with the actual decision makers. 
 

Finally I would like to thank the events our Platinum Sponsor, “Master Power Technologies”, Gold 

Sponsor, “Eaton” and ticket and Registration Sponsor, “Africa Data Centres”  
 

Hugh Robinson, Exhibition Director  



 

 

 

a) Overview of Attendance by Day 

The details of the daily on-site attendance are: Day 1 
(Mon. 23/6) 

Day 2 
(Tues. 24/6) 

2026 
Total 

Visitors 462 233 695 
Speakers (Non Exhibitors) 58 16 74 
Delegates (inc. Exhibitors) 176 27 203 
Repeat Visitors (Day 1 & Day 2) 0 324 324 
Press & Media 14 9 23 
Exhibitor Personnel (Not Delegates) 138 41 179 
Total Attendees 848 650 1498 

 

 
b) Geography – Visitors by Country as a Percentage of the Onsite Attendees  

This year the Pan African DataCentres Event attracted attendees from 36 Countries.  
 

• 94.0% of visitors were from the Continent of Africa from 14 Counties - (Botswana, Egypt, Eswatini,  
Kenya, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Somalia, South Africa, Tanzania, Tunisia, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe)  
 

➢ of which 89.5% were from S. Africa  
 

• 3.1% of visitors were from Europe from 8 countries - (Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Poland, 
Russia, Türkiye, United Kingdom)  
 

• 2.9% of visitors were from Rest of the World from 5 countries (China, Dubai, India, Qatar, United 
Arab Emirates, United States of America) 
 
 

c) Attendee Primary Role 
Attendee Primary Role as a percentage of Total % of Total 

Architects 6.2% 

Asset Managers 1.5% 

CEO/MD/Chairman/Partners/Owners/CIO 15.5% 

Data Centre Managers 12.0% 

Design/Build Consultants 18.4% 

Facilities/Premises Directors/Managers 8.5% 

IT/Computer Management 13.0% 

Network, Cabling and Communication Managers 9.9% 

Engineers and Integrators 24.0% 

Project Managers 15.9% 

Purchasing Managers/Corporate Buyers 4.8% 

Storage Planners 1.4% 

System/Security Managers 1.9% 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

d) Attendee's Organisation Primary Function as a percentage of Total 
 

 

Attendee's Organisation Primary Function as a percentage of Total % of 
Total 

Architect/Building Design 9.0% 

Banking and Finance 5.7% 

Construction 9.5% 

Consultancy 17.7% 

Hotel/Leisure/Retail 1.9% 

Industry/Manufacturing 14.3% 

IT & Comms 32.7% 

Local/Central Government/Education/Health Care 4.1% 

Maintenance Services 8.3% 

Property Management 2.7% 

Security Services and Solutions 5.1% 

Supplier/Wholesaler/Distributor 17.8% 

Utility 3.9% 

Other 18.4% 

 
e) Attendee's Organisation Primary Function as a percentage of Total 
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f) Graph to follow, shows the Products, Services and Solutions of interest to Attendees as a percentage of total attendance  

 
 (Exceeds 100% due to multiple Interests) 
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